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Crack Cocaine

Prescription drugs led to a larger 
overdose epidemic than illicit drugs 
ever have. 

Heroin

Heroin & 
Rx opioids

Drug Overdose Epidemics in Ohio, 1979 - 2016
Fentanyl 
and 
analogues



2010-17 Unintentional Drug Overdose Deaths 
Involving Selected Drugs (Ohio)



Fentanyl and Related Unintentional Overdose Deaths
by Age and Sex - Ohio 2017



Unintentional Drug Overdose Deaths
Involving Specific Drug Combinations - Ohio 2017
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Ohio is investing about $1 billion 
each year to help communities 

fight against opiates. 



Combating the Opiate Crisis in Ohio
• Addressing rise in fentanyl-related overdoses
• Creating pathways to treatment and recovery
• Cracking down on drug trafficking
• Preventing youth drug use before it starts
• Encouraging appropriate use and availability of pain 

medication
• Saving lives by expanding access to overdose 

antidote naloxone



Addressing Rise in Fentanyl-Related Overdoses

• Expanding public awareness campaign to promote 
the availability and use of naloxone

• Added 20 new Project DAWN (Deaths Avoided With 
Naloxone) sites to increase naloxone availability in 
local communities.

• Pilot program with county jails to prevent 
unintentional overdose deaths following release.



What is Naloxone?

• Naloxone prevents or reverses the effects of opioids 
including respiratory depression, sedation and 
hypotension.

• Naloxone is an essentially pure opioid antagonist, i.e., it 
does not possess the “agonistic” or morphine-like 
properties characteristic of other opioid antagonists.

• When administered in usual doses and in the absence of 
opioids or agonistic effects of other opioid antagonists, it 
exhibits essentially no pharmacologic activity. 



Creating Pathways to Treatment and Recovery

• Senate Bill 319 provided for easier establishment of 
opiate treatment programs under Ohio regulations

• Expand the Addiction Treatment Program made 
available through certified drug courts

• Opioid treatment programs able to bill Medicaid for 
medication assisted treatment as of January 2017



Cracking Down on Drug Trafficking

• Integrate local law enforcement, state and federal 
partners, and the Ohio National Guard in efforts to 
disrupt and reduce the supply line of illicit drugs.

• Provide on going support for local drug task forces
• Conduct joint investigations, regarding overdoses 

cases, with prescriber regulatory boards



Cracking Down on Drug Trafficking



Preventing Drug Abuse Before it Starts

• Start Talking! 

• StartTalking.ohio.gov
• High-quality drug abuse prevention in school settings
• Drug take back opportunities
• ODH development of public awareness campaign

• Appropriate opiate prescribing education for consumers
• Resource materials

http://starttalking.ohio.gov/
http://starttalking.ohio.gov/


Preventing Drug Abuse Before it Starts



Number of Opioid Doses Dispensed to
Ohio Patients – Ohio 2011-2017



Prescriber OARRS Queries – Ohio 2011-2017
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