
CASE STUDY OF COLLABORATION: 
MEMORIAL DAY SEVERE WEATHER





WHAT IS OHIO EMA?

Ohio Revised Code 5502.22
An agency…coordinate all activities…for emergency management within the state.









OHIO WEATHER

Average: 19

One Day: 21

This year: 59



WHAT HAPPENED?

Ohio experienced severe weather on May 27-29, 2019 including an outbreak of 21 tornadoes 
and flooding. Impacts from the storm occurred statewide, with the most severe effects in west-central 

Ohio, surrounding the greater Dayton area. In response the State EOC partially activated at 8:45 a.m. on 
May 28. State EOC activated from May 28- June 11, 2019. Severe weather including 21 tornadoes and flooding. 

These storms destroyed and damaged structures, closed roads and resulted in extended utility outages. The 
State Emergency Operations Center executed 42 missions including search and rescue, emergency 

provision of commodities and power, provision of social services and debris removal. The State EOC coordinated 
technical assistance for the restoration of public water systems, damage assessments, fire suppression, 

sheltering operations, commodity distribution, and debris removal. The Joint Information Center provided 
information to the public via traditional and social media throughout the activation. A state emergency 

declaration was issued on May 28. A federal disaster declaration was issued on June 18. The 
State EOC remained partially activated until June 11 and state debris removal missions did not conclude until 

September 5. 
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RECOVERY

6500 disaster survivors

$4.6M FEMA grants 
$29M in 691 SBA Loans



DEBRIS MISSION

9 Days

$500K

3,643 Tons



COMMUNITY LIFELINES



COLLABORATION!



OP3 SUPPORT



PLANNING



TRAINING



TRAINING

Calendar Year 2019
100 Trainings 

Calendar Year 2018
125 Trainings 



TRAINING



(FREE) ONLINE TRAINING

IS 100 – Intro to Incident Command System

IS 700 – Intro to National Incident Management System



WHAT IS NIMS?

The National Incident Management System (NIMS) guides 
all levels of government, non-governmental organizations 
(NGO), and the private sector to work together to prevent, 
protect against, mitigate, respond to, and recover from 
incidents. (ORC 5502.28)

NIMS applies to all incidents, from traffic accidents to 
major disasters. 



EXERCISES
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WHOLE COMMUNITY



RESILIENCE

• Why are you here…



Matthew W. McCrystal
Planning Training & Exercise Branch, Chief

Ohio Emergency Management Agency

2855 W. Dublin-Granville Road | Columbus, Ohio 43235
Office 614.889.7165 | Mobile 614.519.9966

mwmccrystal@dps.ohio.gov

mailto:mwmccrystal@dps.ohio.gov
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