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OHIO OFFICIALLY OPENS NEW FUSION CENTER
-New location will co-locate local, state and federal partners-

COLUMBUS - U.S. Department of Homeland Security Principal Deputy Under Secretary
for Intelligence and Analysis Bart R. Johnson joined Ohio Department of Public Safety
(ODPS) Director Thomas J. Stickrath, Ohio Homeland Security Executive Director William
Vedra, Fayette County Sheriff and Homeland Security Advisory Council Chair Vernon P.
Stanforth, Columbus Division of Police Chief Walter Distelzweig and various adjoining
State Homeland Security Directors, state representatives and local law enforcement to
officially open Ohio’s new Strategic Analysis and Information Center (SAIC).

“To prevent terrorist attacks, we must create a unified effort to ensure that first responders
have everything necessary to do their jobs,” said ODPS Director Thomas J. Stickrath.
“The co-location of first responders within Ohio’s fusion center will strengthen the
networks and relationships necessary to get the information where it should to be, when it
should be there.”

The new facility is another step in raising the level of support for Ohio Homeland
Security’s mission of protecting Ohioans by facilitating the efficient sharing of information
at all levels. The new facility will co-locate with the Columbus Police Terrorism Early
Warning Group, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security Office of Intelligence and
Analysis, as well as a component of the Cincinnati Division of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. The new SAIC will allow federal, state and local information sharing to
occur in a secure manner within the same facility, in line with national best practices and
protocols.

“We are proud of the capability this new facility brings to us,” said Ohio Homeland
Security Executive Director William Vedra. “Most importantly, we are proud of the work
that continues to be done by our dedicated staff and partner agencies at the fusion center
in the shared effort to protect our cities, counties, state and ultimately our nation.”

The SAIC is comprised of local, county, state and federal partners as well as private
sector jurisdictions and disciplines. By adhering to the National Strategy for Information
Sharing and the Baseline Capabilities, the SAIC works to build strong partnerships that
create and support an information-sharing environment that facilitates a collaborative
effort to make our state and nation safe.

The SAIC continues to be a national model, having received the 2009 Fusion Center of
the Year, the 2009 TSA Security Partner Award and the 2008 Privacy Policy Award.
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